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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT REGULATION — 
YARA TECHNICAL AMMONIUM NITRATE PLANT 

229. Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE to the Minister for Environment: 
I refer to a World Health Organization report on nitrogen dioxide that states that the toxicity of nitrogen dioxide 
in human lungs can be as low as one part per million in healthy adults, and that this level of toxicity can drop as 
low as 0.3 ppm in asthmatic individuals. 
(1) What was the ppm of the 29 April nitrogen dioxide release event from the Yara technical ammonium 

nitrate plant on the Burrup Peninsula? 
(2) Does the minister consider any release of this nature to be acceptable? 
(3) Will stricter conditions be imposed on Yara Pilbara? 
(4) Will the matter be investigated? 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of this question. The following information has been provided to 
me by the Department of Environment Regulation. 
(1) Yara Pilbara advised that the average calculated stack emission concentration was 1088 parts per million 

by volume over 8.6 minutes. This concentration would be substantially diluted at ground level. 
(2)–(3) Any release of this nature is not preferable, and generally does not occur during normal operations. I am 

advised that the TAN plant is currently being commissioned, and therefore abnormal emissions may 
occur over short periods, as was the case on 29April. The conditions that will be applied to the ongoing 
operation of the TAN plant will be determined following DER’s risk-based assessment of 
Yara Pilbara’s licence amendment application L7997/2002/11. The licence amendment application is 
currently on hold pending the submission of the commissioning report required by the works approval 
for the TAN plant. 

(4) Yes, DER investigated this abnormal emission and concluded that there was not a breach of the 
conditions of the works approval. The 29 April emissions release will be considered by DER in its 
assessment of Yara Pilbara’s licence amendment application. 
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